Malsall  Count?  Borough 

SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


Walsall  : 

J.  &  W.  Griffin,  “  Observer  ”  Office,  The  Bridge, 


iqoi. 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

WALSALL  CORPORATION. 


Mr.  Councillor  James  Williams,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  C.  C.  Walker,  Vice-Chairman. 


Mr.  Alderman  Baker. 
n  n  Clare. 

ir  ir  Sanders. 

if  Councillor  Brownhill. 
u  if  Drew. 


Mr.  Councillor  Littler. 
a  ir  Roberts,  J.  H. 

v  u  Thomas. 

it  if  Thacker. 

//  if  Williams,  John. 


Meet  on  th»  last  Friday  of  every  Month,  at  6  p.m. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JAMKS  SCOTT  WILSON,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Camb.,  F.C.S. 

Sanitary  Inspector: 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE  (Assoc.  San.  Inst.) 


Assistant  Inspectors : 

FRANCIS  SYKES  (No.  3  District). 

ERNEST  F.  B.  A.  MINER  (No.  2  District). 


Clerk: 

WALTER  T.  BLAKE. 


Counts  Borougb  of  Walsall. 


»  TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  •» 


OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Mortality  of  the 
Borough,  with  an  account  of  the  Sanitary  Work  performed 
by  your  Authority  during  the  year  1900. 

I  regret  that  this  year  shews  a  slight  increase  in  the 
death  rate,  there  having  occurred  1698  deaths,  with  a  rate 
per  thousand  of  20-21,  the  highest  rate  recorded  since 
1897,  when  the  death  rate  was  20-82.  On  comparing 
this  rate  with  that  of  last  year,  we  find  it  is  barely  one 
point  higher,  the  rate  for  1899  being  19-48,  and  this 
increase  is  mainly  due  to  epidemics  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough,  both  zymotics  causing  a  large  number 
of  deaths.  Measles  alone  was  responsible  for  70  deaths, 
which  shews  that  the  epidemic  must  have  been  wide 
spread,  and  severe  in  its  character,  while  from  Whooping 
Cough  there  were  47  deaths,  also  a  large  number,  when 
on  an  average  we  have  usually  about  20  deaths. 

There  is  also  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and  Phthisis,  all  shewing  a  higher  mortality 
on  comparison  with  the  preceding  years. 
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The  question  of  infant  mortality  is  still  a  serious  one. 
In  large  manufacturing  towns  like  Walsall  about  one- 
third  of  the  total  deaths  are  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age.  The  principal  causes  of  this  mortality  are  Diarrhoea, 
Premature  Birth,  Convulsions,  Marasmus,  Pneumonia, 
Bronchitis,  Enteritis,  and  Whooping  Cough.  On  analys¬ 
ing  this  list  it  appears  that  about  one-lialf  of  the  deaths 
might  be  reasonably  classed  as  noil-preventable,  but  in 
the  case  of  the  others  a  great  deal  might  be  done  to  lower 
the  excessive  mortality.  There  is  no  doubt  that  proper 
feeding,  careful  nursing,  suitable  clothing,  and  better  care 
on  the  part  of  the  mothers,  would  tend  to  lower  this  high 
death  rate  among  infants. 

The  recurring  nuisances  in  old  properties  have  given 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  mainly  on 
account  of  the  dirty  and  destructive  habits  of  the  tenants. 
It  has  been  noted  that  in  some  cases  the  tenants  have  even 
chopped  up  the  staircase  for  firewood,  and  then  gone  off 
no  one  knows  where.  Having  to  deal  with  people  of  this 
class  is  a  great  hardship  to  the  small  property  owners,  as 
well  as  a  great  responsibilty  to  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
The  Inspectors  have  reported  137  houses  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  24  of  which  have  been  closed,  and  113 
made  habitable.  Their  routine  practice,  when  visiting- 
property  of  this  class,  is  to  note  all  sanitary  defects, 
and  to  point  out  to  the  tenants  the  best  practical  means  of 
keeping  their  yards  and  gullies  clean,  as  well  as  the  proper 
method  of  removing  the  refuse. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

_  ,  .  The  population  at  the  last  census  was  71,791  ;  at  the 

Population.  ’  ’ 

middle  of  this  year  I  have  reckoned  it  to  be  84,000,  an 

addition  of  12,209.  The  calculation  of  the  population  of 

a  town  like  Walsall,  where  a  number  of  people  are  yearly 

brought  into  the  town  by  the  increase  and  rise  of  new 

industries,  is  most  difficult. 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Cases  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1900. 


Causes  of 
Death. 


Deaths  in  whole  District 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 
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Small-pox  . . 
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Typhus 
Enteric 

Other  continued 
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Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
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Phthisis 
Other  tuber,  diseases 
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Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  organs 
Alcoholism — - 
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Suicides 
All  other  causes 
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The  area  of  the  Borough  is  8,711  acres,  giving  a 
distribution  of  9 ’64  persons  per  acre,  and  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  is  17,717. 

There  have  been  registered  2,858  births,  1,464  males  Births, 
und  1,894  females,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  of  34-02  ; 
an  increase  on  the  previous  year’s  rate,  which  was  33-78. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births 
quarterly  :  — 


Registration 

1 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

District. 

Ouarter. 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Walsall 

280 

277 

277 

287 

276 

263 

264 

243 

Bloxwich 

73 

57 

69 

67 

67 

52 

66 

55 

Rushall  (part  in 

Walsall) 

26 

19 

24 

23 

26 

30 

16 

21 

Totals 

,7Q 

o/9 

353 

370 

377 

369 

345 

34h 

3T9 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  is  1,698,  Deaths 
giving  a  death  rate  of  20*21  per  thousand,  a  slightly 
higher  rate  than  that  of  1899,  when  it  was  19*48  per 
thousand. 


The  following  table  gives  the  mortality  from  all 
•causes  at  subjoined  ages  : — 


LOCALITY. 

At  all 

Ages  j 

Under 

1  year 

1  and 

under  5 

5  and 

under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Walsall 

Il8o 

420 

196 

48 

49 

319 

748 

Bloxwich 

252 

90 

49 

4 

9 

48 

52 

Rushall  (part  in 
Walsall) 

99 

41 

15 

4 

7 

15 

17 

Workhouse 

H5 

5 

2 

9 

7 

40 

6l 

District  Hospital  . . 

52 

4 

10 

5 

4 

23 

6 

Totals 

1698 

56° 

272 

l 

61 

76 

445 

284 

6 


Infantile 

Motality. 


The  next  table  gives  the  quarterly  and  annual  death 
rate  since  1891  : — 


Year. 

1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter. 

|  4th  Quarter. 

1 

Year. 

J  89 1 

2077 

21-77 

14-27 

20*55 

19-00 

1892 

28-60 

18-30 

14- 1 1 

2i-35 

20-83 

1893 

25-04 

24-38 

26-24 

23-39 

24-42 

1894 

20-53 

I4-45 

14-98 

i5*84 

16-44 

1895 

21.05 

i8’94 

21-84 

20-42 

20-56 

1896 

20-61 

16-73 

i8-co 

18-61 

18-48 

1897 

21 ‘35 

17-80 

24-75 

19-40 

20-82 

1898 

19-85 

16-24 

I9-75 

18*37 

18-55 

1899 

i8-6o 

16-14 

23-90 

19-27 

19-48 

1900 

22-90 

iq-8o 

2000 

I7-I4  ! 

20-21 

In  1899,  565  deaths  occurred  among  infants  under  one 
year  of  age.  This  year  560  died  at  that  age.  Compared 
with  the  total  death  rate  of  20*21,  we  find  this  to  be  high, 
as  it  is  6*66  per  1000  of  the  whole  population.  Out  of 
2858  births  650  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year,, 
giving  a  rate  per  1000  births  of  195*94. 

The  next  table  shews  the  diseases  prevalent  among 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
attributed  to  those  diseases. 

Convulsions  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of  death, 
109  deaths  being  due  to  this  disease,  a  marked  increase 
on  the  previous  year,  when  there  were  61  deaths  from 
this  cause ;  Diarrhoea  is  also  a  frequent  cause  of  death, 
78  deaths  having  taken  place  from  this  disease. 


In  regard  to  the  other  cases  the  table  explains  itself. 


1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900, 

Diarrhoea 

42 

108 

74 

107 

78 

Convulsions 

66 

88 

7i 

61 

109 

Premature  Births 

74 

44 

58 

87 

53 

Pneumonia 

28 

37 

35 

35 

49 

Marasmus 

35 

38 

39 

35 

63 

Debility 

32 

54 

44 

20 

2  5 

Enteritis 

19 

34 

3i 

89 

27 

Bronchitis 

3i 

41 

25 

40 

34 

Meningitis 

12 

1 1 

10 

21 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

23 

5 

8 

8 

25 

Phthisis 

7 

8 

6 

15 

7 

Measles 

6 

21 

3 

1 

15 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

— 

— 

4 

5 

8 

Tubercular  Peritonitis 

— 

— 

4 

Aphthae 

— 

— 

— 

3 

l 

2 

Accidents 

— 

— 

— 

10 

9 

7 


100  enquiries  into  the  causes  of  death  have  been  held 
by  the  Coroner  during  the  year.  45  of  the  deaths  were 
from  accidents,  1  manslaughter,  3  from  suicide, 
1  from  excessive  drinking,  40  from  natural  causes, 
6  from  injuries  unknown,  and  4  from  drowning.  14  of  the 
inquests  were  on  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 


There  have  occurred  302  deaths  from  zymotic 
disease,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  per  annum  of  3*59. 
This  rate  is  an  increase  on  that  of  last  year,  which  was 
2-57,  and  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  heavy  mortality  from 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  these  two  diseases  being 
accountable  for  117  deaths  against  26  in  the  previous 
year.  From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
non -notifiable  diseases,  namely,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
and  Diarrhoea,  are  mainly  responsible  for  the  high  zymotic 
death  rate,  these  three  giving  a  rate  of  2*59  per  thousand. 


The  details  are  as  follows  : — 


Walsall. 

Blox- 

wich. 

Rushall 
(part  in 
Walsall). 

Work- 

house. 

District 

Hospital. 

Total. 

Measles 

36 

26 

8 

70 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

•  • 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

39 

4 

4 

47 

Diphtheria 

10 

.  . 

•  • 

10 

Membraneous  Croup 

13 

1 

*  • 

... 

H 

Croup 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

8 

3 

2 

13 

Influenza  ... 

24 

6 

1 

I 

32 

Diarrhoea  . . 

87 

10 

4 

IOI 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

4 

.  . 

1 

5 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

Diseases 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

230 

50 

21 

I 

302 

Coroner’s 

Inquests. 
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The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Zymotic  disease  during  the  last  ten  years  — 


1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894, 

j  1895. 

1896, 

1897. 

1898 

1899. 

1900 

Measles 

61 

9 

88 

4 

28 

27 

66 

9 

2 

70 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

21 

17 

1 

2 

23 

29 

!3 

4 

4 

Whooping  Cough . . 

12 

67 

T5 

46 

2 

5° 

11 

20 

24 

47 

Diphtheria 

2 

3 

2 

5 

6 

9 

8 

8 

10 

10 

MembraneousCroup 

3 

2 

2 

1 

7 

7 

1 

3 

2 

14 

Croup 

.  . 

.  . 

.  • 

.  . 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

19 

8 

22 

13 

10 

1 1 

13 

22 

14 

13 

Continued  Fever  . . 

,  # 

1 

,  , 

#  # 

#  . 

Influenza 

.. 

,  , 

#  , 

32 

Diarrhoea 

61 

69 

100 

36 

162 

7i 

170 

114 

H5 

IOI 

Puerpei'al  Fever  . . 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

3 

8 

5 

Erysipelas 

9 

2 

3 

4  ! 

2 

1 

•  • 

4 

5 

2 

Other  Septic 
Diseases 

•  • 

2 

Small-pox 

•  • 

7i 

12 

*  • 

•  • 

»  • 

Totals 

183 

183 

322 

125 

221 

1 

201 

302 

196 

214 

302 

The  next  table  shews  the  Zymotic  death  rate  for  the 
last  ten  years  : — 


1891 

1 1892 

1893. 

H 

OO 

vO 

4- 

1895. 

1896. 

1897 

1898. 

1899. 

1990. 

! 

Measles 

•85 

•12 

1-20 

•05 

•36 

*34 

•82 

•11 

•02 

1 

•82 

Scarlet  Fever 

•17 

■29 

■23 

•01 

•02 

•29 

•36 

•16 

•04 

•04 

Whooping  Cough . . 

•17 

•93 

*20 

•62 

•02 

■64 

•15 

•24 

•28 

*55 

Diphtheria 

•02 

•04 

•02 

•06 

•07 

•11 

•10 

•09 

•12 

•IO 

Membraneous  Croup 

•04 

•02 

•02 

•01 

•09 

•08 

•01 

•03 

•02 

•l6 

Croup 

«  • 

,  , 

,  , 

,  , 

,  , 

•02 

Typhoid  Fever 

•26 

•11 

•30 

•17 

•13 

•14 

•16 

•27 

•16 

•15 

Continued  Fever  . . 

•01 

Influenza 

•38 

Diarrhoea 

•85 

•95 

2-19 

•48 

2-13 

•91 

2-12 

1  -40 

i*74 

1*02 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

•05 

•02 

*02 

•04 

•01 

•02 

•05 

•03 

•09 

*°5 

Erysipelas 

•12 

•02 

•04 

*°5 

•02 

•01 

•04 

•06 

•02 

Other  Septic 
Diseases 

•02 

Small-pox 

•  •  . 

•  • 

•97 

•16 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

2’53 

2-50 

5-19 

1-65 

2-86 

2-54 

377 

2-37 

2*53 

3*51 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notifications, 
notified  was  584,  of  which  131  were  under,  and  453  over, 

5  years  of  age.  These  figures  shew  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  notifications  as  compared  with  1899,  when  435 
cases  were  reported.  But  on  looking  hack  to  the  year 
1898,  we  find  that  almost  exactly  the  same  number  of 
cases  were  notified,  namely,  585,  which  is  one  more  case 
than  the  number  this  year.  The  increase  is  due  to  a 
slight  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurring  during  the  last, 
three  months  of  the  year,  making  the  total  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  307. 


The  following  table  shews  the  comparison  with 
previous  years  since  the  Notification  Act  came  into 
force  : — 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

O' 

OO 

1898 

1899 

1900 

830 

1079 

1440 

457 

297 

742 

IO36 

585 

435 

584 

The  next  table  shews  the  distribution  and  number  of 
cases  notified  : — 


LOCALITY. 

2 

rC 

s 

Membraneous 

Croup. 

c/5 

13 

*55 

u 

w 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Walsall  (Centre)  . . 

12 

5 

29 

86 

13 

2 

Caldmore,  Palfrey,  and  Pleck  . . 

29 

8 

31 

1 18 

30 

2 

Bloxwich,  Birchills,  and  Ryecroft 

12 

8 

52 

103 

29 

2 

Workhouse 

$ 

•  • 

6 

District  Hospital.. 

•  • 

•  < 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

53 

21 

119 

307 

78 

6 

The  fees  paid  to  medical  men  for  notification  certifi-  Fees  paid  to 
cates  amount  to  £61  8s.  6d.,  or  14s.  5^-d.  per  thousand  of  Medical  Men. 
the  population. 
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The  following  table  shews  the  fees  paid  to  medical 
men  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Year. 

Amount  paid. 

Amount 

per 

1000. 

A 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d.  per  1000  of  pop. 

1891 

88 

2 

6 

1 

4 

Si 

II 

II 

1892 

127 

13 

0 

1 

14 

ni 

II 

II 

1893 

157 

5 

7 

2 

2 

6 

/' 

il 

1894 

50 

15 

6 

0 

x3 

61 

II 

II 

1895 

29 

T9 

6 

0 

/ 

i°i 

II 

n 

1896 

72 

5 

0 

0 

18 

3i 

II 

ll 

1897 

I4I 

0 

0 

1 

15 

3 

1/ 

r 

1898 

68 

18 

6 

0 

1 7 

1 

II 

11 

1899 

5i 

]  1 

6 

0 

12 

7t 

1' 

if 

1900 

61 

8 

6 

0 

14 

5i 

II 
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Fumigation  Fumigation  and  disinfectants  supplied  to  the 

cLIlci 

Disinfection,  occupants  of  infected  houses  cost  £17  16s,  7d.,  an  average 
of  8fd.  per  house. 

Notification  The  systematic  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  to 

to  Schools.  ppe  Headmaster  of  the  various  schools  has  on  the  whole 
worked  satisfactorily,  although  I  learn  that  in  some  cases 
the  Attendance  Officers  have  insisted  on  the  children  from 
infected  houses  returning  to  school  before  they  have 
received  the  certificate  to  say  that  the  house  is  free  from 
infection. 

I  hope  that  this  practice  will  be  discontinued,  and 
that  no  children  will  be  considered  fit  to  return  to  school 
until  they  have  received  the  necessary  certificate. 

Isolation  An  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  erected  on  a  piece  of 

Hospital. 

land  at  bneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich,  which  at  the  present  time 
is  contemplated  to  be  used  only  for  the  isolation  of 
small-pox  cases.  The  Site  is  good,  is  far  removed  from 
any  dwellings,  and  I  consider  it  in  every  respect  excellent 
for  Isolation  purposes.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say 
this,  considering  that  for  many  years  a  site  has  been  con¬ 
tinuously  hunted  for,  and  that  time  after  time  when  one 
was  acquired  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  could  not  be  complied  with. 
However,  we  have  at  last  a  suitable  Hospital  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  intended. 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during 

the  Year  1900. 


Cases  Notified  in  whole 
District. 


I  Total  Cases 
Notified  in  each 
Locality. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


0 

be 

c 

a 

< 


u 

a 

0 


u 

0 
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u 

ci 

0 

10 

o 


a 

0 


V) 

u 

0 

>-> 

lo 
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nJ 

0 

EO 
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Small-pox 

*  • 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  . . 

53 

•  • 

16 

30 

3 

4 

•  • 

12 

29 

12 

•  • 

Membranous  croup  . . 

21 

14 

*7 

/ 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

8 

8 

Erysipelas 

1 19 

9 

5 

10 

7 

74 

14 

29 

3T 

52 

7 

Scarlet  fever. . 

307 

1 

83 

180 

37 

6 

•  • 

86 

1 18 

103 

•  • 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever . . 

OO 

•  • 

3 

20 

30 

25 

13 

30 

29 

6 

Replapsing  fever 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

6 

. . 

•  • 

2 

4 

•  * 

2 

2 

2 

•  • 

Plague 

Totals 

5*4 

10 

121 

247 

79 

113 

H 

147 

218 

206 

U 
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307  cases  of  Scarlatina  have  been  notified,  84  of  Scarlatina, 
which  are  of  children  under  5  years,  and  223  of  persons 
over  5  years  of  age.  The  cases  occurred  principally  in 
the  later  months  of  the  year,  and  were  disseminated  all 
over  the  Borough.  Only  4  deaths  took  place,  3  of  which 
were  under  5  years  of  age,  and  1  over  that  age.  A  great 
deal  of  discussion  has  taken  place  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  as  to  the  benefit  to  he  derived  from  the  isolation 
of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  in  Hospitals.  After  a  careful 
survey  of  the  actual  facts  I  do  not  think  it  has  by  any 
means  been  clearly  shewn  that  any  great  benefit  has  been 
gained  by  such  isolation.  On  the  contrary  in  many 
instances  it  has  been  noticed  that  when  a  number  of 
cases  have  been  collected  together  and  treated  in  such 
Hospitals,  the  disease  has  assumed  a  more  severe  type,  and 
a  greater  number  of  deaths  have  taken  place,  than  would 
propably  liave  been  the  case  if  the  patients  had  been 
treated  individually.  At  any  rate  we  cannot  consider  that 
a  strong  case  has  been  made  out  in  favour  of  Hospital 
isolation  for  this  disease  so,  far  as  the  death  rate  is 
concerned,  compared  with  the  certainly  inefficient  isolation 
which  patients  receive  in  private  houses.  For  instance, 
in  Walsall,  where  all  the  cases  are  isolated  in  their  own 
homes,  we  had  during  the  years  1899  and  1900,  450  cases 
notified  with  only  8  fatal  results,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
1-77  per  hundred  of  cases  notified.  I  do  not  think  the 
same  benefits  can  be  claimed  for  the  isolation  of  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  in  Hospitals,  as  can  be  claimed  for  Small-pox, 

Diptheria,  and  Enteric  Fever,  in  which  diseases  Hospital 
isolation  and  treatment  has  been  found  to  be  the  best  for 
the  welfare  of  the  patient,  as  well  as  for  the  prevention  of 
the  spreading  of  these  diseases. 

There  have  been  78  cases  of  Typhoid  fever  notified,  typhoid 
one  more  than  the  number  recorded  last  year.  Three  of  Fever, 

the  cases  were  under,  and  75  over,  five  years  of  age.  The 
cases  were  distributed  as  follows  : — In  Walsall  Central 
District  13  cases  ;  in  Palfrey,  Caldmore,  and  Pleck 
District  30  cases  ;  in  Bloxwich,  Birehills,  and  Byecroft 
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Diphtheria. 


Membraneous 

Croup. 


Erysipelas. 


Puerperal 

Fever. 


Measles. 


District  29  cases  ;  and  6  cases  in  the  Workhouse.  18 
deaths  took  place,  1  under  the  age  of  5  years,  and  12  over 
that  age,  practically  the  same  death  rate  as  was  recorded 
last  year. 

58  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified,  16  of 
which  were  under  5  years  and  37  over  5  years  of  age. 
This  is  a  marked  increase  on  the  number  reported  last  year, 
when  there  were  29  cases,  12  of  which  were  under,  and  17 
over  5  years  of  age.  Many  of  the  cases  must  have  been  of 
rather  a  mild  type,  as  only  10  deaths  were  registered,  6  of 
children  under  5  years  of  age,  and  4  of  persons  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  15. 

There  have  been  notified  21  cases  of  Membraneous 
Croup,  14  of  which  were  under,  and  7  over  5  years  of  age. 
14  deaths  occurred,  10  of  children  under  5  years  of  age, 
and  4  of  persons  over  that  age.  This  disease  appears  to 
be  an  exceptionally  fatal  one  among  young  children,  and 
has  a  comparatively  higher  death  rate  than  diphtheria,  as 
out  of  14  children  affected  under  5  years  of  age,  10  died,  a 
percentage  of  71*42. 

119  cases  of  Erysipelas  have  been  notified,  14  of  which 
were  under  5  years  of  age,  and  105  over  that  age.  This 
is  a  decrease  on  the  number  notified  last  year,  when  there 
were  168  cases.  Only  2  of  the  cases  have  proved  fatal. 

There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever  notified.  Last  year  we  had  16  cases 
reported,  in  8  of  which  a  fatal  result  took  place.  This 
year  6  cases  were  notified,  5  of  which  proved  fatal.  It 
has  been  impossible  in  each  instance  to  trace  the 
connection  of  one  case  with  another,  but  to  prevent  any 
spreading  of  the  disease,  the  after  isolation  of  the  nurse  or 
midwife  has  been  insisted  upon. 

A  general  and  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  prevailed 
throughout  the  year,  necessitating  the  closing  of  the 
schools  by  order  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  the  Bloxwich 
district.  Judging  from  the  number  of  deaths — 70 — the 
number  of  cases  must  have  been  enormous,  especially 
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among  children  under  5  years  of  age,  as  06  deaths  of  the 
deaths  occurred  in  children  under  that  age,  and  only  4 
among  young  persons  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15. 

The  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  which  was  noted  Whooping 
in  1899  continued  throughout  the  whole  of  this  year,  47 
deaths  being  registered  as  having  taken  place.  We  again 
notice  the  high  mortality  among  children,  as  44  of  these 
deaths  were  of  children  unc’er  5,  and  3  were  of  persons 
over  5  years  of  age. 

There  is  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  Diarrhoea 
from  Diarrhoea  as  compared  with  the  year  1899,  when 
145  deaths  were  registered.  This  year  101  deaths  took 
place  from  this  zymotic,  78  were  of  which  were  of  infants 
under  1  year  of  age,  15  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5,  and 
8  of  persons  over  the  age  of  5  years.  This  shews  the 
fatal  nature  of  this  disease  among  young  children.  I 
think  one  might  justly  assume  that  when  practically  78 
per  cent  of  the  deaths  in  Diarrhoea  take’  place  among 
infants  under  1  year  of  age,  something  must  be  seriously 
wrong  with  the  manner  in  which  these  children  are  nursed, 
fed,  and  generally  treated  during  the  first  12  months  of 
their  lives. 

An  epidemic  of  Influenza  occurred  principally  in  the  influenza 
early  months  of  the  year,  which  was,  judging,  from  the 
number  of  deaths,  severe  in  its  character,  32  deaths  taking 
place,  4  of  children  under  5  years,  and  28  of 
persons  over  5  years  of  age.  This  is  the  largest  number 
•of  deaths  ever  recorded  from  Influenza.  It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  give  a  reason  for  this  high  mortality,  as  it 
appears  that  although  the  most  of  the  deaths  took  place 
during  the  colder  Spring  months,  still  cases  occurred  and 
deaths  took  place  during  the  Summer  and  Autumn 
months,  when,  as  a  rule,  Influenza  is  not  so  common.  I 
believe  that  when  the  zymotic  nature  of  the  disease  is 
better  understood,  and  when  a  specific  treatment  is 
found,  such  a  high  death  rate  as  I  have  just  recorded  will 
be  impossible. 
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{Sewage 

Disposal. 


Yentilation  of 
Sewers. 


Refuse 

Disposal. 


Abatement  of 
Nuisances. 


SANITARY  WORK. 

A  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  dealing  with 
the  Bloxwich  sewage.  The  bacteriological  filter  beds  which 
were  laid  down  at  Beechdale  to  receive  the  sewage  from 
Elmore  Green  Road,  Station  Street,  Reeves  Street,  Marl¬ 
borough  Street,  Alfred  Street,  and  part  of  Clarendon 
Street,  Irave  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily,  especially 
since  the  addition  of  fifty  water  closets  have  been  made 
in  the  properties  connected  with  these  new  beds.  An 
analysis  of  the  effluence  from  the  different  sewage  farms 
has  been  frequently  made,  and  the  result  has  been 
satisfactory. 

I  regret  that  the  ventilation  of  the  sewers  in  the 
Borough  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  it  might  be.  I  should 
suggest  that,  considering  the  man-holes  have  been  nearly 
all  closed,  a  greater  number  of  ventilating  chimneys  be 
erected. 

Destructors  are  still  a  thing  of  the  future,  badly  as 
they  are  wanted.  The  objectionable  practice  of  tipping 
all  sorts  of  rubbish  into  heaps,  where  decomposition  and 
putrefaction  takes  place,  cannot  be  anything  but  an 
intolerable  nuisance. 

The  systematic  house-to-house  inspection,  has  I 
regret  to  say,  not  been  so  efficient  as  in  past  years,  owing 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  time  being  taken  up  by  special 
work,  the  most  important  of  which  was  the  preparation  of 
a  Special  Report  on  the  condition  of  a  large  area  of  the 
town — namely — Dudley  Street,  Peal  Street,  New  Street, 
Temple  Street,  Gorton’s  Yard,  Church  Street,  Church 
Hill,  Hill  Street,  Bullock’s  Row,  The  Ditch  and  Bull’s 
Head  Yard.  The  result  of  this  inspection  has  been  shewn 
on  a  special  chart  which  indicated  the  Sanitary  condition 
of  each  house  in  the  area.  Extra  work  has  also  been 
thrown  on  the  Inspectors  by  the  condition  of  the 
South  Staffordshire  water,  and  a  great  deal  of  their 
time  was  taken  up  in  special  visiting,  and  also  in  taking 
many  samples  of  the  water. 
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Tlie  recurring  nuisance,  in  regard  to  structural 
work,  has  not  been  so  frequent  since  the  laying  of  the 
drains  has  been  supervised  by  the  Inspectors.  This 
nuisance  occurs  principally  in  cases  where  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  legal  notice  have  not  been  carried  out  in 
detail,  although  sufficient  work  may  have  been  done  to 
abate  the  nuisance  for  the  time  being,  still  not  sufficient 
to  properly  remedy  the  defect. 

The  nuisance  of  over-crowding  has  not  been  so  overcrowding 
marked  as  in  former  years,  probably  owing  to  the  better 
•condition  of  trade,  and  also  to  the  large  number  of  new 
houses  erected  during  the  year. 


There  has  been  no  addition  made  to  the  number  of  giauo-hter- 
slaughter-houbes  in  the  Borough,  and  the  sanitary  con-  houses, 
dition  remains  much  the  same  as  before.  So  long  as  the 
occupiers  conform  to  the  Bye-laws  we  have  no  power  in 
dealing  with  those  registered  houses,  but  as  regards  the 
premises  themselves  I  consider  that  about  only  one-third 
are  fit  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended.  The 
whole  question  of  slaughter-houses  must  soon  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  when  I  hope  that  a 
Municipal  Abattoir  will  take  the  place  of  those  defective 
old  slaughter-houses. 

The  routine  visits  to  factories  and  workshops  have  yactorjes  and 
been  made  as  in  past  years,  and  notices  of  13  new  work-  Workshops, 
shoos  and  of  10  removals  have  been  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories,  from  whom  31  notices  of  new  workshops  and 
10  notices  of  nuisances  have  been  received. 


Owing  to  the  great  improvement  which  has  taken  Smoke 
place  with  regard  to  the  smoke  nuisance,  it  has  not  been  Nuisances, 
found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  in  any  case,  the 
usual  notice  being  found  to  be  sufficient  to  abate  the 
nuisance.  This  improvement  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact 
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Food  and 
Drugs. 


that  many  of  the  manufacturers  are  substituting  gas  and 
electricity  in  the  place  of  steam.  Excepting  from  the 
puddling  furnaces  and  the  annealing  ovens  at  the  larger  iron 
works  where  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  periodic  emissions 
of  smoke,  this  nuisance  is  not  of  a  very  serious  nature. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  104  samples  being  taken  during  the  year,, 
against  63  samples  taken  in  the  preceding  year.  For 
details  see  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  poisoned  beer  scare  also  reached  Walsall,  but 
fortunately  the  cases  of  Neuritis  observed  were  exception¬ 
ally  few,  only  4  being  reported,  all  from  Bloxwich.  An 
analysis  of  the  beers  supplied  to  the  district  was  made, 
and  in  two  cases  in  which  Bostock’s  sugar  was  used 
one- twentieth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic  was  found  per  gallon. 


RAINFALL. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Best  for  his  kindness  in 
supplying  me  with  the  following  tables  shewing  the  rain¬ 
fall  for  the  last  six  years  : — 


Month. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

January  . . 

4-60 

1-20 

2-33 

1-44 

3-7i 

3-59 

February 

0-24 

o-88 

3-08 

1-64 

2-16 

4-56 

March  . . 

2-32 

3-65 

2-89 

1-44 

1-02 

o-8i 

April 

2*23 

1-32 

2-04 

1-76 

2-51 

1-08 

May 

0'35 

0-31 

i-37 

5-36 

I-92 

1-98 

June 

1-20 

1-69 

3-66 

i-86 

3-02 

2-79 

July  . . 

2-63 

1-77 

0-99 

i-8o 

0-92 

3-27 

August  . . 

2-57 

2-24 

5‘97 

1-97 

2-34 

3-68 

September 

0*44 

4-52 

2-70 

o-53 

4-29 

0-94 

October.. 

3-8/ 

2-36 

1-52 

3H8 

3-i5 

3-i8 

November 

3N2 

1*81 

2-45 

2-63 

i-73 

2-64 

December 

2-37 

3'8i 

2-50 

2-42 

2-39 

3-96 

Totals  . . 

26-24 

25-56 

31-5° 

26-33 

29-16 

32-48 
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In  conclusion  I  have  to  thank  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  courtesy  and  kindness  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
and  myself  in  the  performance  of  our  duties. 

A  word  of  praise  is  also  due  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
who  have  systematically  and  well  performed  their  duties 
during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  SCOTT  WILSON,  ME,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Office!'  of  Health. 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH 


Births  and  Deaths  for  whole  District. 
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Averages  ) 
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I5°9 
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1890-99.  ) 

1900 

84,000 

2858 

34-02 

560 

I95-94 

1698 

20-21 

167 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  . .  8,711 

At  Census  of  1891  : — Total  population  at  all  ages,  71,791  ;  Number  of  inhabited 
houses,  13,851  ;  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5*18. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

-••INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  - 

of  the  Borough  of  Walsall  for  the  year  1900. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Third  Annual  Report  of 
the  work  done  in  my  department  by  anti  under  your  authority  during 
the  year  1900. 

In  carrying  out  the  requirements  of  notices  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  the  following  structural  alterations  and  additions  have  been 
effected,  viz.  : — 263  water-closets  substituted  for  old  privies,  4206  yards 
of  new  private  drains  laid,  590  drain  inlets  trapped,  158  ventilating 
shafts  fixed,  36  defective  sinks  demolished  and  glazed  earthenware 
sinks  provided,  and  137  sinks  have  been  fitted  with  tubes  for  carrying 
off  the  slop  water. 

137  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  have  been 
dealt  with  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  with  the 
result  that  113  were  made  habitable,  and  24  were  closed;  these  have 
not  yet  been  put  in  repair. 

Much  good  work  is  done  by  the  Inspectors  in  instructing  people 
with  whom  they  come  in  contact  during  their  inspections  in  the 
flushing  of  drains,  the  cleansing  of  gullies  and  yard  traps,  and  the 
regular  and  frequent  removal  of  refuse  ;  by  these  means  many  nuisances 
are  abated  which  do  not  appear  in  any  report. 

In  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  it  has  been  necessary  to 
give  699  notices  to  schools,  and  at  306  houses  fumigation  of  rooms  at 
the  termination  of  the  cases  has  been  attended  to  by  the  Inspectors. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  enforcing  the  provisions  of 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year 
a  hand-bill  containing  the  principal  sections  of  the  Act  of  1899  (which 
came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1900,)  was  distributed  to  the 
milk  sellers  and  grocers  throughout  the  Borough ;  this  procedure 
was  afterwards  followed  by  a  number  of  Authorities  who  applied  for  a 
copy  of  the  hand-bill. 

Tables  giving  details  of  the  notices  served,  structural  work,  and 
various  inspections  are  appended. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  S.  HUBBLE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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TABLE  I. 

Notices  of  Ordinary  Nuisances. 


No.  i 
Dist. 

No.  2 
Dist. 

t  XT 

No.  3 
Dist. 

To  remedy  defective  drainage,  defective  and 

dilapidated  privies,  waterclosets,  ashpits, 

and  yards 

310 

344 

378 

To  detach  sink  drain  from  sewer  . . 

17 

3 

I 

To  repair  urinals 

II 

10 

6 

To  repair  manure  pits 

I 

2 

2 

To  repair  sinks 

24 

11 

14 

To  remove  stagnant  water  from  cellar  . . 

4 

1 

1 

To  remove  animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance. . 

14 

15 

42 

To  remove  offensive  accumulations  of  refuse 

73 

20 

1  s 

To  whitewash  and  purify  houses,  rooms,  yards, 

| 

and  privies 

18 

28 

23 

To  cleanse  ditch  or  dumb  wells  . . 

2 

9 

To  cleanse  cistern  . . 

*7 

J 

4 

4 

To  repair  dwelling  houses. . 

33 

10 

39 

To  repair  spouting  . . 

5 

12 

3 

To  close  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human 

habitation 

2 

3 

1 

To  vacate  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  . 

6 

2 

2 

To  reduce  overcrowding  in  dwelling  houses 

r* 

J) 

s 

*1 

To  reduce  overcrowding  in  living  van 

I 

I 

To  provide  drainage  to  houses  and  yards 

6 

2 

27 

To  provide  privies,  waterclosets,  or  ashpits  for 

dwelling  houses 

“> 

2 

6 

To  provide  drinking  water 

1 1 

6 

To  cleanse  and  limewash  slaughter-houses,  bake- 

1 

1 

houses,  and  cow-sheds 

23 

12 

c 

To  repair  spouting. . 

j 

5 

9 

I 

To  abate  smoke  nuisance  . . 

c 

6 

To  provide  urinal  . . 

J  | 

1 

•  • 

To  Surveyor — 

Alleged  dangerous  buildings 

14 

15 

6 

Insufficient  water  supply  . . 

1 

1 

Insufficient  privy  accommodation  for  work- 

shop 

3  ; 

L 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  . 

605 

537 

597 

1739 

To  cleanse  ashpits  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •  1 

6388 

1 

8127 
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TABLE  II. 

Result  of  Notices. 


Structural  Work. 

No.  1  Dist. 

No.  2  Dist. 

No.  3  Dist.. 

% 

Old  privies  converted  into  water-closets 

43 

83 

137 

New  drains  (yards  in  length). . 

806 

II40 

2260 

Drain  traps 

176 

174 

240 

New  ventilating  shafts 

45 

46 

67 

Inspection  chambers  . . 

4 

16 

26 

New  pans  in  water-closets 

18 

32 

16 

Sink  drains  detached  from  sewer 

18 

4 

4 

Lavatory  wastes  detached  from  sewer 

6 

1 

.Sink  tubes 

63 

41 

33 

Ash-pits  roofed 

12 

7 

4 

Privies  repaired 

61 

24 

64 

Ash-pits  repaired 

16 

6 

25 

New  water-closets 

16 

6 

5 

New  privies 

.  , 

2 

7 

New  ash-pits  . . 

4 

3 

5 

New  urinals 

4 

2 

4 

New  sanitary  sinks 

14 

11 

11 

Privies  removed 

1 

2 

3 

Pan-closets  removed  . . 

4 

1 

Nuisances  removed 

555 

485 

535 

Samples  of  Water  and  result  of  test. 

Water  tested  . . 

16 

15 

8 

Unfit . 

9 

5 

1 

Unsafe  . . 

5 

10 

5 

Good 

2 

2 

Wells  closed  . . 

15 

12 

2 

Houses  supplied  with  water  . . 

76 

4i 

9 

Full  ash-pits  emptied  . .  . .  . .  6388 


TABLE  III. 


To  abate  overcrowding  in  Houses. 


No.  1  Dist. 


Number  of  Inmates  reduced  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Houses  vacated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


No.  2  Dist. 


No.  3  Dist. 


2 

3 


2 

6 
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TABLE  IV. 

Houses  unfit  for  Habitation. 


No.  1  Dist. 

No.  23Disfc. 

No.  3  Dist. 

Houses  repaired 

57 

25 

31 

Houses  closed  . . 

16 

0 

8 

The  houses  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  are  situated  in  Bull’s  Head  Yard,  Hill 
Street,  Holtshill  Lane,  Harden  Lane,  Blakenall,  Janies  Street,  Old  Birchills,  Sot’s 
Hole,  Bloxwich. 

Number  of  nuisances  remaining  on  the  books  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1900,  108. 

107  written  and  56  verbal  complaints  of  alleged  nuisances  have  been  received  at 
the  office ;  on  investigation  1 1 1  nuisances  were  reported  and  in  52  cases  no  nuisance 
was  found. 

466  letters  and  memoranda  have  been  received  and  870  sent  out  exclusive  of 
reports. 

House  to  house  inspections  have  been  made  in  each  Sanitary  District :  — 

No.  1  District  ..  ..  ..  1715  houses 

No.  2  District  . .  . .  . .  2599  n 

No.  3  District  . .  . .  . .  2263  u 

6577 


TABLE  V.— TRADES. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  CANAL  BOATS. 

(A.  T.  Hubble.) 


No.  of  Boats  inspected  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  ..  ..  122 

Number  conforming  to  Acts  and  Regulations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  106 

Number  of  Boats  with  one  or  more  infringements  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 


Absence  of  Certificate,  Act.  77,  Section  3. . 
Overcrowding,  Regulation  8 
Painting,  Regulation  9 
Dilapidation,  1 1 

Without  Pump,  Regulation  3,  Section  H,  Regulation  10 
No  proper  Water  Vessel,  Regulation  fji. ). . 


7 

1 

*T 

» 

6 

1 

2 
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Total  infringements  met  with  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Total  infringements  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Number  still  corresponding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  (about)  1 


Number  of  legal  proceedings  taken  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . ,  .  .  o 

Number  ot  Women  on  Boats  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

Number  of  Children  under  12  years  of  age  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  91 


To  secure  compliance  with  the  Acts  and  Regulations  the  usual  complaint  note,, 
having  a  form  of  certificate  to  be  returned  duly  signed  by  an  Inspector  ol  Canal 
Boats,  has  been  sent  to  the  owner  of  boats  on  which  contraventions  were  found 
immediately  after  inspection. 

The  condition  of  the  boats  I  classify  as  follows  : — -20  excellent,  64  good,  31  fair, 
and  7  bad. 

The  7  reported  as  bad  were  either  dilapidated  or  the  paint  needed  renewing. 

The  inspection  of  the  same  boat  more  than  twice  during  the  year  has  been 
avoided.  One  boat  has,  howTever,  been  examined  four  times,  three  boats  on  three 
separate  dates,  and  six  boats  twice.  The  re-inspections  were  necessary  owing  to 
change  of  masters,  and  the  number  of  persons  occupying  the  cabins  varying. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  boats  in  charge  of  regular  boatmen  has  been 
satisfactory,  while  boats  in  charge  ot  men  previously  accustomed  to  working  open 
boats,  not  used  as  dwellings,  were  found  to  be  not  so  good. 


Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milk-shops. 

The  Cow-sheds  are  lime-washed  at  least  three  times  during  the  year  as  required 
by  the  regulations. 


No.  1  Dist. 

No.  2  Dist. 

No.  3  Dist. 

No.  of  milking  cows  in  the  Borough 

218 

32 

182 

No.  of  cow-keepers  in  the  Borough  . . 

13 

4 

26 

No.  of  milk-sellers  in  the  Borough  . . 

43 

47 

29 

No.  of  cow-keepers  or  milk-sellers  registered  during 
the  year 

12 

20 

IO 

No.  of  cow-keepers  or  milk-sellers  given  up  the 
trade  or  removed  during  the  year 

7 

10 

*T 

7 

No.  of  cow- keepers  and  milk-sellers  now  on  the 
register 

68 

7i 

65 

No.  of  visits  during  the  year  . . 

242 

212 

246 

Bakehouses. 

Each  Bakehouse  in  the  Borough  is  lime-washed  at  least  twice  during  the  year. 


No.  1  Dist. 

No.  2  Dist. 

No.  3  Dist. 

No.  of  bakehouses  . . 

33 

27 

31 

No.  of  bakehouses  not  in  use 

7 

3 

4 

No.  of  bakehouses  in  use 

26 

24 

27 

No.  of  bakehouses  registered  as  faactories. . 

2 

2 

[ 

No.  of  visits  to  bakehouses  . . 

162 

165 

202 

24 


Slaughter-houses. 

The  licenses  of  9  slaughter-houses  have  been  renewed  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months. 

The  licenses  of  2  slaughter-houses  have  been  transferred  to  new  occupiers. 

5  applications  for  licenses  for  proposed  slaughter-houses  have  been  made.  1  of 
which  was  allowed ;  the  applicant  surrenders  the  license  for  the  slaughter-house  at 
present  in  use  immediately  on  the  newr  building  being  completed. 

4  applications  were  refused,  the  premises  not  being  suitable. 


No.  1  Dist. 

No.  2  Dist. 

No.  3  Dist. 

No.  of  Registered  Slaughter-houses 

21 

IO 

IO 

No.  of  Slaughter-houses  licensed  for  one  year 

O 

0 

4 

2 

No.  of  Slaughter-houses  licensed  for  no  fixed  period 

•  • 

1 

«  . 

No.  of  Registered  Slaughter-houses  not  in  use 

9  , 

•  , 

1 

No.  of  Slaughter-houses  now  in  use  in  the  Borough 

24 

15 

12 

No.  ot  Registered  Slaughter-houses  given  up 

I 

•  • 

No.  of  Slaughter-house  Licenses  expired 

I 

•  • 

2 

No.  of  visits  . . 

580 

424 

473 

Fish  Yards. 


No.  1  Dist. 

No.  2  Dist. 

No.  3  Dist. 

No.  of  Fish  Yards 

5 

5 

2 

No.  of  visits  . . 

76 

>-t  r 

/  5 

6i 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 


* 

No.  1  Dist. 

No.  2  Dist. 

No.  3  Dist. 

No.  of  new  workshops  notified  during  the  year  by 

H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  . . 

14 

13 

4 

No.  of  new  w-orkshops  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector 

of  Factories  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

8 

3 

2 

No.  of  removals  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of 

Factories  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. . 

6 

3 

1 

No.  of  workshops  now  on  the  register 

302 

307 

144 

No.  of  nuisances  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of 

Factories 

5 

4 

1 

Notice  given  to  Factory  Inspector  of  young 
persons  in  workshop 

1 

#  # 

No.  of  notices  served,  viz  :  — 

To  purity,  cleanse,  and  limewash  workshops 

9 

11 

4 

To  reduce  overcrowding  in  workshops 

4 

•  • 

1 

To  provide  ventilation  for  workshops 

1 

1 

No.  of  visits  during  the  year 

149 

84 

81 

The  notices  requiring  abatement  of  nuisances  was  complied  with  in  each  instance, 
in  addition  to  which  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  number  of  workshops  has  been 
improved  by  carrying  out  suggestions  made  by  the  Inspectors  as  to  cleansing  and 
ventilation. 


25 


TABLE  VI. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Summary  of  samples  analysed  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1900, 
showing  how  many  samples  of  each  article  were  analysed,  and  how  many  were 
reported  by  the  Analyst  as  adulterated.  A  statement  of  legal  proceedings  will  be 
found  in  the  Table  VII. 


No.  1  District 

No.  2  District 

No.  3  District 

Total  in  the 
Borough. 

Genuine 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Genuine 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Genuine 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Genuine 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Milk 

25 

O 

9 

2 

6 

3 

40 

5 

Separated  Milk 

I 

O 

0 

O 

0 

0 

I 

0 

Condensed  Milk 

O 

O 

0 

O 

1 

0 

I 

0 

Butter 

3 

O 

4 

O 

10 

1 

17 

1 

Margarine  . . 

0 

O 

2 

O 

2 

0 

4 

0 

Cheese 

1 

O 

2 

O 

2 

0 

5 

0 

Self-Raising  Flour  . . 

0 

O 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Wheaten  Flour 

0 

O 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Golden  Syrup 

1 

O 

1 

O 

1 

0 

'j 

0 

0 

Amber  Syrup 

0 

O 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Jam 

0 

O 

0 

O 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Coffee 

0 

O 

1 

O 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Malt  Vinegar 

0 

O 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Mustard 

0 

O 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

White  Pepper 

1 

O 

0 

O 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Whiskey 

1 

O 

1 

O 

2 

0 

4 

0 

Beer 

1 

O 

0 

O 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Spirits  of  Nitrous  Ether 

0 

O 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Camphorated  Oil 

0 

0 

1 

O 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Carbonate  Magnesia. . 

0 

O 

1 

O 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Milk  of  Sulphur 

0 

O 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Glycerine 

0 

0 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Quinine  Wine 

1 

O 

0 

O 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Olive  Oil 

1 

O 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Totals 

36 

O 

22 

2 

3* 

6 

96 

8 

In  addition  to  the  above  samples,  12  purchases  of  Margarine  have  been  made, 
and  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  as  to  marking  and  labelling  were  found  to  be  complied 
with. 


One  sample  of  Milk  was  certified  as  genuine,  but  contained  a  trace  of  formalin 
as  a  preservative.  The  vendor  has  been  cautioned  by  letter. 

One  sample  of  Amber  Syrup  containing  glucose,  one  of  Jam,  and  two  of  Beer, 
were  certified  to  be  quite  free  from  arsenical  contamination. 

The  certificates  for  the  two  samples  of  Beer  reported  as  adultered  stated  that 
each  sample  contained  arsenic  in  quantity  of  one-twentieth  of  a  grain  per  gallon. 

Seven  samples  of  Milk  and  one  of  Butter  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  at  the 
request  of  the  consignee,  and  each  proved  to  be  genuine. 

Thirteen  purchases  of  Margarine,  six  of  Butter,  one  of  Cheese,  one  of  Jam,  one  of 
Olive  Oil,  one  of  Whiskey,  and  one  of  Quinine  Wine  were  made  by  private  persons 
on  behalf  of  the  Inspector,  of  this  number  one  sample  (viz.,  butter)  was  found  to  be 
adulterated. 

Twelve  certificates  of  registration  of  premises,  wherein  the  businesses  of  wholesale 
dealers  in  Margarine,  or  Margarine  Cheese  are  carried  on,  have  been  given  during  the 
year. 
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TABLE  VII. 


Magisterial  Proceedings. 


No. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Date  of  Hearing-. 

Result. 

I 

Selling  milk  containing  22  % 
of  added  water 

19OO. 

M  arch  14 

Fined  ^10  and  costs,  total 
£10  19s.  6d. 

2 

Not  abating  nuisance 

March  16 

Order  made  with  costs  13/- 

3 

Not  abating  nuisance 

March  16 

Adjourned  21  days,  work 
done,  summons  withdrawn 
costs  being  paid  by 
defendant  6/6 

4 

Not  abating  nuisance 

March  16 

Ditto 

5 

Selling  milk  which  had  had 
12  %  of  its  cream  removed 

June  13 

Fined  ^10  and  costs,  total 
;£i3  is.  6d. 

6 

Not  abating  nuisance 

June  20 

Order  made  with  costs  5/6 

/ 

Not  abating  nuisance 

June  29 

Adjourned  tor  7  days,  sum¬ 
mons  withdrawn,  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  costs  5/6 

8 

Offensive  trade  (  nuisance 
arising  from  ) 

August  1 

Conviction  obtained,  ^3  and 
costs,  total  £6  5s.  6d. 

9 

Selling  milk  which  had  had 
13  %  of  its  cream  removed 

August  27 

Dismissed 

IO 

Selling  margarine  as  butter  . . 

August  27 

Fined  10/-  and  costs,  total 
£\  9s.  6d. 

ii 

Selling  milk  which  had  had 
19  %  of  its  cream  removed 

September  24 .  . 

Fined  £1  and  costs,  total 
^3  4s- 

12 

Not  abating  nuisance 

October  2 

Adjourned  for  14  days,  sum¬ 
mons  withdrawn  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  costs  5/6 

13 

Not  abating  nuisance 

October  2 

Adjourned  for  14  days,  order 
made  with  costs  5/6 

14 

Selling  milk  which  had  had 
17  %  of  its  cream  removed 

December  24  .  . 

Fined  5/-  and  costs,  total 
13/- 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Unwholesome  Food  Destroyed. 


Pork  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  i  Carcase 

Plucks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5J  dozen 

Brussels  Sprouts  ..  ...  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1  cwt. 


TABLE  IX. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Cases  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  from 
January  1st,  1900,  to  December  31st,  1900. 


No.  1  Dis. 
Walsall 
Central. 

No.  2  Dis. 
Caldmore, 
Palfrey, 
and 
Pleck. 

No.  3  Dis 
Bloxwich, 
Birchills, 
and 

Ryecroft. 

The 

Work- 

house. 

Walsall 

and 

District 

Hospital. 

Diphtheria 

12 

29 

12 

Membraneous  Croup 

5 

8 

8 

.  . 

Erysipelas 

29 

3i 

52 

7 

Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever  . . 

86 

1 18 

103 

•  • 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  . . 

U 

30 

29 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

•  • 

Total 

147 

158 

J  206 

13 

•  • 

Total  of  cases  Notified  584. 


No.  1  Dist. 

‘  No.  2  Dist. 

1 

No.  3  Dist. 

No.  of  houses  in  which  Infectious  Diseases  have 

occurred 

123 

191 

176 

Notices  to  Day  Schools  of  Infected  houses 

71 

106 

IOO 

n  Sunday  u  u  u 

50 

71 

66 

n  Day  n  houses  free  from  infection 

58 

79 

98 

Houses  fumigated  personally  by  the  Inspectors 
Houses  fumigated  under  the  supervision  of  the 

8l 

124 

XOI 

Inspectors 

42 

07 

75 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  Brushes 


n 


// 


n 


// 


Lime 


751 

584 
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Number  of  Notices  sent  to  Schools  respecting  Infectious 
Disease  in  Houses  from  which  children  attend  school, 
January  ist,  1900,  to  December  31st,  1900. 


Name  of  School. 

No.  of  Notices 
'sent  re  Infected 
Houses. 

No.  of  Notices 
sent  houses  free 
from  inspection 

Bath  Street 

6 

6 

Blakenall 

1 

I 

Bridge  .  . 

25 

22 

Butts  Board 

1 6 

17 

Caldmore 

4 

3 

Catholic  (Bloxwich) 

7 

7 

Centenary 

9 

9 

Croft  Street 

22 

2 1 

Elmore  Green  (Bloxwich) 

7 

8 

Hillary  Street  .  . 

28 

23 

Leamore 

2 

1 

National  (Bloxwich) 

6 

8 

Palfrey  . . 

1 9 

Queen  Mary’s  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

5 

2 

Rushall  .  . 

0 

1 

St.  Andrews 

6 

4 

St.  John’s,  Pleck 

8 

5 

St.  Matthew’s  .  . 

5 

3 

St.  Patrick’s 

1 1 

9 

St.  Peter’s,  John  Street 

9 

9 

Tantarra  Street  .  . 

4 

4 

Technical 

2 

1 

The  Mount 

5 

3 

Wesley,  Ablewell  Street  .  .  .  .  .  .' 

*4 

1  3 

Whitehall 

9 

7 

Whitehouse  Street 

9 

9 

Wisemore 

1 5 

13 

Wolverhampton  Road  .  . 

1 6 

1 1 

Private  Schools.  . 

7 

2 

Notices  to  Sunday  Schools  of  Infected  Houses  .  .  .  .  187 
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Streets  and  Places  in  the  Borough  where  Infectious  Diseases 
have  been  reported  and  visited  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year 
1900,  alphabetically  arranged  in  the  respective  districts  of  the 
whole  Borough* 

Walsall  Central. 


STREETS. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Erysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Typhoid  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever. 

I 

0 

s| 

cn 

u  <D 

t-M  a 

0  e 

0  g 
£  0 
O 

No.  of  cases  of 

MembraneousCroup 

Ablewell  Street 

I 

I 

I 

Ball  Street  .  . 

I 

Bank  Street  .  . 

I 

I 

Bott  Lane  .  . 

I 

Birmingham  Street.  . 

3 

1 

Beacon  Street 

I 

Butts  Road  .  . 

2 

4 

Butts  Street .  . 

1 

Birmingham  Road  .  . 

2 

Bernard  Street 

I 

1 

Borneo  Street 

3 

Burleigh  Street 

2 

Chapel  Street  (Wisemore).  . 

1 

1 

1 

r 

Cecil  Street  .  . 

2 

Charlotte  Street 

1 

Dav  Street  .  . 

2 

I 

& 

Duncalfe  Street 

1 

Eldon  Street 

1 

Freer  Street .  . 

1 

Foden  Road 

1 

Goodall  Street 

I 

Garden  Street 

2 

l 

Hatherton  Street  .  . 

5 

Holtshill  Lane 

2 

Hill  Street  .  . 

1 

Hateley’s  Lane 

1 

Lime  Street ... 

1 

Lichfield  Road 

2 

Littleton  Street 

1 

4 

I 

Lower  Rushall  Street 

1 

I 

r 

Lower  Forster  Street 

1 

2 

3 

Little  Albert  Street 

1 

Lumley  Street 

3 

1 

1 

I 

Lower  North  Street 

1 

Mellish  Road 

5 
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Streets  and  Places  —  ( continued ). 


STREETS. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Typhoid  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever. 

No  oi  cases  of 

MembraneousCroup 

Mill  Lane 

1 

I 

Pool  Street  .  . 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Paddock  Lane 

2 

I 

Persehouse  Street  .  . 

7 

Rowley  Street 

3 

Richmond  Street  .  . 

I 

2 

I 

St.  Paul’s  Street 

2 

2 

Stafford  Street  (to  Blue  Lane) 

2 

Sutton  Road 

2 

Selborne  Street 

I 

Tantarra  Street 

I 

2 

Teddesley  Street 

3 

I 

Upper  Rushall  Street 

3 

Union  Street 

I 

Upper  Forster  Street 

I 

Walsingham  Street.  . 

2 

I 

Warwick  Street 

2 

Wisemore 

2 

2 

I 

Ward  Street.  . 

I 

I 

1 

Walhouse  Street 

I 

I 

Westbourne  Street  .  . 

3 

Westbourne  Road  .  . 

i 

Calc/more,  Palfrey,  and  Pleck. 


Alexandra  Street 

I 

Arundel  Street 

2 

Belvidere  Road 

3 

Bescot 

i 

Bescot  Street 

3 

Bridgeman  Street  .  . 

2 

3 

i 

Bath  Street  .  . 

i 

Bath  Road  .  . 

i 

Brook  Street 

i 

Caldmore 

I 

Caldmore  Road 

I 

Chapel  Street,  Pleck 

2 

Cambridge  Street  .  . 

i 

Checketts  Street 

i 

i 
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Streets  and  Places — {continued). 


STREETS. 


in  c n 
0  ctf 

C/5  - — I 
CJ 

M-h  03 

O 

dM 

£ 


Mh  . 

o  u 
(A  S 

<u  S 

t/5  .'u 

CS  CtH 
U  ^ 
t+H  CJ 

OT 
6  2 


S.2 

c/5  i_ 
Cfl  0 
CJ  J3 

g3 


O 

o 

s  sd 

CJ  r^-J 


!& 
1 H 


^  O 
°  > 
C/5  0 

0  [Xj 
C/5  ^ 

CJ  Co 

,  l— I 

°  a< 
.  ^ 

o  0) 


!  « 
>  > 
,  CJ 
)P=H 
) 

I  tJ 

)  <Li 

:  J 

*  4-> 

)  c 
;  o 


Cobden  Street 

Countess  Street 

Camden  Street 

Corporation  Street 

Dale  Street  .  . 

Darlaston  Road 

Doveridge  Fold 

Dandy’s  Walk 

Dudley  Street 

Earle  Street .  . 

Emery  Street 

Forrester  Street 

Frederick  Street 

Ford  Street  . . 

George  Street 

Green  Lane  (up  to  Blue  Lane) 

Grove  Terrace 

Glebe  Street 

Hart  Street  . . 

Hillary  Street 

Highgate  Road 

Hope  Street 

Henry  Street 

Junction  Street 

King  Street .  . 

Little  NewDort  Street 
± 

Long  Street.  . 

Lord  Street  .  . 

Ly sways  Street 
Mount  Street 
Milton  Street 
Newhall  Street 
New  Street  .  . 

New  Mill  Street 
Navigation  Street 
Narrow  Lane 
Oxford  Street,  Pled 
Prince  Street 
Pleck  Road  .  . 


2 

2 

I 


2 

I 

4 


7 

3 

i 

i 


4 

i 

i 

6 

i 


i 

i 

i 

8 

8 


i 

3 

i 

i 


No.  of  cases  of 

MembraneousCroup 
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Streets  and  Places  —  [continued). 


STREETS. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Typhoid  Fever. 

No  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

MeinbraneousCroup 

Port  Street  .  . 

4 

I 

Queen  Street 

I 

I 

1 

4 

Rutter  Street 

3 

I 

Rosamond  Street  .  . 

i 

Slaney  Road 

2 

Short  Street .  . 

I 

Sand  well  Street 

I 

4 

South  Street 

i 

5 

Spout  Lane  .  . 

5 

I 

Station  Street 

i 

i 

. 

Shaw  Street .  . 

i 

Thorpe  Road 

2 

I 

Upper  Hall  Lane  .  . 

I 

Victor  Street 

I 

2 

Vicarage  Street 

2 

Vicarage  Place 

2 

Wednesbury  Road  .  . 

I 

7 

2 

I 

Westbromwich  Road 

2 

Westbromwich  Street 

I 

Whitehall  Road 

I 

3 

I 

. 

Whitmore  Street 

I 

Wolverhampton  Street 

I 

Wallows  Lane 

6 

i 

White  Street 

I 

Waterv  Lane 

i 

Wellington  Street  .  . 

i 

2 

Bioxwich,  Lea  more,  Birchills,  and  Ryecroft. 


Ann  Street  .  . 

i 

2 

Adam  Street 

I 

Bentley  Lane 

3 

2 

I 

Birchills 

2 

Birch  Street .  . 

i 

Brighton  Terrace  .  . 

i 

Bioxwich  Road 

2 

4  * 

4 

Blue  Lane  .  . 

2 

8 

i 

Burrows  Street 

2 

i 

Broad  Lane  .  . 

i 

2 
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Streets  and  Places — ( continued ). 


STREETS. 

No.  of  cases  of  j 

Erysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of  i 
Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

MembraneousCroup, 

Cemetery  Road 

I 

Croft  Street  .  . 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Cannon  Street  *  » 

3 

Church  Street,  Bloxwich  .  . 

i 

Clarendon  Street  .  . 

I 

I 

Coal  Pool 

I 

Cairns  Street 

I 

Dudley’s  Field 

i 

Dalkeith  Street 

I 

5 

2 

Elmore  Green  Road 

I 

i 

Farringdon  Street  . . 

2 

3 

Field  Street .  . 

2 

6 

Francis  Street 

I 

Forrest  Lane 

2 

Green  Lane  (north  of  Blue  Lane) 

I 

10 

i 

Goscote 

I 

High  Street,  Bloxwich 

4 

4 

3 

2 

Hospital  Street 

i 

I 

Hall  Street  .  . 

i 

I 

Hollyhedge  Lane  .  . 

i 

i 

i 

John  Street  .  . 

2 

i 

Jessel  Road  .  . 

I 

2 

i 

Leamore  Lane 

I 

Long  Acre  .  . 

I 

r 

Lewis  Street 

I 

2 

Marlborough  Street 

I 

5 

Mill  Street  .  . 

4 

I 

Marlow  Street 

I 

Mary  Street .  . 

I 

New  Street,  Bloxwich 

I 

i 

Newland  Street 

I 

I 

North  Street 

I 

i 

I 

Pargeter  Street 

i 

Parkbrook  .  . 

i 

Pinfold 

i 

Portland  Street 

4 

5 

i 

Proffitt  Street 

2 

I 

Parker  Street 

I 

I 

Park  Road,  Bloxwich 

2 

I 
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Streets  and  Places — {continued). 


STREETS. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas, 

i 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria. 

No.  of  cases  of  1 

Typhoid  Fever.  i 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever. 

No  of  cases  of 

Membraneous  Croup 

Penkridge  Street 

I 

1 

Raleigh  Street 

2 

I 

Reeves  Street 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Regent  Street 

2 

Revival  Street 

2 

Rowland  Street 

2 

Rupert  Street 

I 

Short  Acre  .  . 

I 

I 

Sneyd  Lane  .  . 

I 

Sneyd  Terrace 

I 

Stafford  Street  (north  of  Blue  Lane) 

I 

Sandbank 

I 

3 

2 

The  Flats 

I 

Thomas  Street 

I 

Victoria  Terrace,  Leamore 

i 

Wallington  Heath  . 

I 

Whitehouse  Street  .  . 

2 

I 

Wolverhampton  Road 

3 

Wolverhampton  Street 

i 

1 

